You and your child will meet a lot of different adults here at New
Fosseway Special School. We are all doing different jobs which can
support you and your family in many ways.

This booklet introduces you to some of the people y ou might meet
while your child is at this school.

Many different professionals are based here at New Fosseway, and
others visit when needed, we can let you know how b est to contact
them. Any queries, always ask at the office.

We will always ask your consent before your child m eets with any of
these people, and we will let you know how your chi Id is progressing.

Here at New Fosseway we work as a team to support y  our child, no
one person has all the answers.

Is your child on the Bristol Register of Disabled C hildren?

Phone Dawn Cole on 0117 903 8250
E-mail at dawn.cole@bristol.gov.uk
Write to Bristol Register of Disabled Children,
5 Knowle West Health Park, Downton Road, Knowle, Br  istol BS4 1WH

This will keep you updated on all developments for young disabled
people and their families in and around Bristol.

All agencies at New Fosseway Special School work to support
each individual to reach their potential.

All details correct at time of going to print.



CAT WREN

Your school nursing team is made up of a SCHOOL HEALTH
NURSE and a SCHOOL HEALTH ASSISTANT called CAT WREN
and HAYLEY WILES, they are experienced in working with
children and young people.

The school health nurse works with parents, school staff, children
and families offering help and support with any emotional,
behavioural or health concerns your child may have.

It is necessary for us to receive a completed and signed consent
form from you, if you want your child to have their vision, growth
and hearing assessments in school.

Please do not hesitate to contact the nurses through the school
office on 0117 9030220. We are happy to answer any questions or
discuss concerns about your child.



BRIAN ROBATHAN works at New Fosseway as the
EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST. He works across 10 schools in
Bristol, so doesn’t have a regular time at New Fosseway.

Brian usually works with our pupils by referral from staff, but you
can contact him on the school number which is 0117 9030220 or
directly on 0117 9031650.

Brian has quite a complicated job and a part of it is doing a
‘consultation’ on a child.

People ask for a consultation when they are worried about a child’s
behaviour and they have tried everything to make it better and they
need some new ideas!

Either the parents or the staff here would request a consultation,
then, depending on when Brian can fit it in, he would come and
talk to the staff, and the parents to find out what was worrying
them. He would then observe the child in class, and, if necessary,
see them individually.

When all this has happened Brian would sit down with everyone
involved, that's parents, classroom staff and either Shan or Freja
to work out a plan. Then, at the end of the meeting we would all
set a date for about 6 weeks time, this would be a ‘review
meeting’, we would talk about what has gone well (or not so well)
and what happens next.

Brian does lots of other bits and bobs too, including assessments
and community work, but you are most likely to come across him
in consultations in school.
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This is BECCY ANGELL and she works at New Fosseway as the
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST. Beccy is based at New Fosseway
one MONDAY a term but she can be flexible because she works in
other places from Tuesday to Thursday from 9.30 — 2.15.

You can contact Beccy directly on 0117 3015491, or
07887713536.

Your child could be referred to Beccy, the Occupational Therapist
(it gets shortened to O.T) for lots of reasons.

Beccy might talk about ‘fine motor skills’ that means how your child
uses their hands to use a knife and fork, use scissors or write or
help with getting dressed.

Sometimes Beccy will talk about ‘gross motor skills’, that means
balance and coordination, she can advise on helping your child to
sit comfortably (OTs do splints too).

Beccy can find equipment to make things easier (with help from
social care).

You can call Beccy and come and meet with her at school if you
want some help and advice to help your child with independent
living skills and dressing.



ORLA NOLAN is our new EDUCATION WELFARE OFFICER.
Orla also works across about 10 schools in Bristol, so doesn’t have
a regular time at New Fosseway.

Orla can be contacted on the school number which is
0117 9030220 or directly on 0117 9031660.

An Education Welfare Officer (EWO) works with the school to
check that everyone comes in every day.

We work hard with Orla and she understands that a lot of our
children are absent for medical appointments, these are called
‘authorised absences’ and it’s fine.

If a child starts having lots of ‘unauthorised absences’ then Orla
might get involved. ‘Unauthorised’ would be things like going on
holiday, or shopping or coming into school late on a regular basis.

We can refer pupils to Orla, but usually she comes in and looks at
pupil attendance herself and asks us questions about it.

If Orla becomes involved with your family she will come and visit
you at home, or meet you in school to discuss how she can help
you to get your child into school regularly.



This is LIZ CLEMENTS and she is the SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
THERAPIST, (sometimes known as SALT). Liz works at New
Fosseway all day on MONDAY, TUESDAY and THURSDAY.

You can contact Liz through the school office on 0117 9030220, or
on email elizabeth.clements@nbt.nhs.uk .

Liz’s job is much more than speech and language. Liz spends a lot
of time supporting and training the other staff here at New
Fosseway to make sure that all the children can communicate and
join in with their friends. She works with individuals, small groups
and whole classes, Liz also provides programmes of work for class
teams and advises the staff.

Liz works with Makaton (which is a form of sign language), PECS
(picture exchange communication system) electronic
communication aids and other ways of communication.

If we have found something that works really well at school, Liz (or
the teacher) will let you know and help you to use it to
communicate with your child. It is really important that you tell us
how your child communicates best with you.

As well as communication, Liz helps to support our pupils with
eating, drinking and swallowing.



LYNNE McCABE SIMON LEACH
Music Therapist Music Therapist

Here at New Fosseway we can refer children to three  creative therapies -
art, music or drama.

Your child could be referred to an arts therapy by their class teacher
following a chat with you to get your consent.

Or, as the referral system is open, referrals can b e made directly to the
service by parents or carers as long as they meett  he service criteria.
If you have any questions you can contact the arts therapies service
directly on 0117 987 8383. Arts therapies might help your child by:

Using art materials to paint, draw and make things.

Making up, telling, or acting stories together

Playing instruments together, using their voices to gether
and talking to each other.

And this may help your child to express their feeli ngs.



Kate Cardinal Sam Missen Di Nurse

KATE CARDINAL and SAM MISSEN work at New Fosseway as
the PHYSIOTHERAPISTS. DI NURSE is the Physiotherapy
assistant. They are based at New Fosseway every MONDAY and
FRIDAY, but are often at school on THURSDAYS for clinics.

You can contact Kate on 0117 3015490 or 07799412896. You can
contact Sam on 0117 3015490 or 07787572798

Alternatively, leave a message at the office and we will get a
message to them.

Your child could be referred to the physiotherapist (which can be
shortened to physio), for many reasons. Sam and Kate may talk
about ‘gross motor skills’, which is how your child moves, balances
and coordinates themselves. They are specialists in assessing
movement disorders and will provide advice about exercises or
specialist equipment such as chairs or standing frames.

They work closely with an orthotist who supplies footwear and
splints to help your child’s movement and prevent more problems.



There is another team of people who we work very closely with
here at New Fosseway; they are called the SPECIALIST SERVICE
FOR CHILDREN WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES.

There are many people in the team who are linked to New
eway.
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Ton IS a ONSLTANT PSYCHIATRIST

Martin is a CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

Julie is a COMMUNITY LEARNING DISABILITY NURSE
Diane is a COMMUNITY LEARNING DISABILITY NURSE
and Jeni is a CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST

They are all based within the SSCLD. We may refer to them when
we become worried about your child's behaviour, emotional
wellbeing or relationships.

We would only do this, with your consent, if we had run out of
ideas!

First of all, the team would offer a clinic appointment, meet you at
school or do a home visit to meet with the family; they would also
ask to meet with the your child themselves. This is because
everyone is affected in some way by the difficulties and can have
different points of view about the situation.

These meetings help the team to decide how challenging things
are and whether they might be able to help.

From there the team offer an individual support package.



This is RAY WILKINSON and he is our CONNEXIONS ADVISER.
Ray works all over Bristol with young people with learning
difficulties and disabilities. He does not have a regular time here at
New Fosseway, but he pops by all the time.

Ray can be contacted directly on 0117 9074488. The Bristol
Connexions office is based at 4 Colston Avenue —
Tel 9873700

You may meet Ray at your child’s annual review meeting. He
starts coming to them when your child is in Yr9, which is the point
when people begin to think about when your child will leave school
when they reach 19yrs old.

Ray has information about different colleges or day care provision
and will help you to make a decision about where your child may
want to go.

Ray will want to talk to you about what you want for your child, he
will also talk to your child to ask them what they would like to do
when they leave school.

When your child gets closer to leaving school, Ray may come and
visit you at home to talk through some options, or he may organise
to meet you in school.



JENNY BYE works at New Fosseway as the SCHOOL FAMILY
LINK WORKER.

Jenny generally works Monday, Thursday and Friday. If you need
any extra support with bits and bobs at home or at school, please
get in touch. Jenny is happy to meet up with you either at school or
at home. We can support with filling out forms, DLA and grants,
training, finding out of school activities etc.

Jenny will also be helping with the coffee mornings and sending
out the newsletters.

JESS CROSSLEY is a PARENT SUPPORT WORKER and works
at New Fosseway on Mondays and across the Bridge Learning
Campus on the other days during the week. Jess also offers
support to family and carers.

You can contact Jenny and Jess by phone on 0117 9030220.



PC Ben Blackmore (4491) is the Bridge Learning Campus own
dedicated Community Police Officer.

Ben's role is to build close relationships with the campus’s
students and support its teachers and parents in providing an
environment where young people can thrive.

He said, “It's a real privilege to be working here at The Bridge and |
am already forging strong relationships with the students and
staff”.

“One of the biggest challenges police officers face is winning the
trust and respect of young people, but by working within their own
community five-days-a-week, this is exactly what | am doing.



